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Stakeholder Workshop – ‘Environmentally harmful subsidies: toolkit for their phase 

out’ 

Monday 15 November 2021, 10:00 – 13:00 CET 

 

 
                                                                                                Photo by Micheile Henderson on Unsplash 

 

On behalf of the European Commission Directorate-General for the Environment, RPA 

Europe is pleased to invite you to discuss how to phase out environmentally harmful 

subsidies as a way to green national budgets and efficiently deliver a better 

environment. The workshop is the second of two events as part of a study to support 

stakeholders in developing convincing, evidence-based cases for reform of 

environmentally harmful subsidies (EHS). It will take place online between 10:00 and 

13:00 CET on 15 November 2021. 

 

 
 

The event is open to all stakeholders potentially involved in the political and societal debate 

on the removal of environmentally harmful subsidies: both fossil fuel subsidies and other 

harmful subsidies, for example, to biodiversity.  

 

Lucas Porsch (VVA) will present the study overview and the results of the mapping exercise. 

This will be followed by short presentations of examples of reform processes from three EU 

countries - France, Italy and Lithuania – illustrating successes, challenges and lessons learnt. 

We will then present the methodology followed for the identification and analysis of a list of 

example cases, along with three case studies. Finally, there will be a presentation about how 

this information is being structured in a toolkit aiming to help a wide pool of stakeholders to 

argue for the reform or phasing out of EHS. There will be opportunity for questions and 

discussion after each presentation. 

 

The agenda is below. To register, please use the following link. 

 

 

https://unsplash.com/@micheile?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.rpa-europe.eu/environmentally-harmful-subsidies
https://www.rpa-europe.eu/environmentally-harmful-subsidies
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Times Duration Item Presenter 

09:30-10:00 30’ Log-in to workshop/ connection check (log on at least 20 mins in advance) 
Introduction and overview 

10:00-10:05 5’ Welcome and housekeeping David Fleet, Risk & Policy Analysts 

10:05-10:15 10’ Introduction  Astrid Ladefoged, Sustainable Development 
Goals, Green Finance & Economic Analysis 
Unit, European Commission Directorate-
General for Environment 

10:15-10:25 10’ Study overview and progress to 
date  

Lucas Porsch, VVA 

EU EHS landscape 

10:25-10:40 15’ The EU landscape: mapping of 
environmentally harmful 
subsidies   

Lucas Porsch, VVA 

10:40-11:15 35’ Reform processes in EU 
countries – Three case studies: 
- Italy 
- France 
- Lithuania 

 
Magdalena Klebba, VVA 
 
Basile Clot, B’Innov 
Zinaida Manžuch, RPA Europe 

11:15-11:30 15’ Q&A – taken from Chat  

11:30-11:45 15’ Break  

11.45-12:25 40’ Three case studies: Impact of 
EHS phase out 

Anil Markandya, Metroeconomica et al.  
 
  

Development of the Toolbox 

12:25-12:40 15’ The toolbox: features and 
functionality 

Marco Camboni, RPA Europe 

12:40-12:55 15’ Q&A – taken from Chat  

12:55-13:00 5’ Wrap-up and next steps Stephen White, Sustainable Development 
Goals, Green Finance & Economic Analysis 
Unit, European Commission Directorate-
General for Environment 

 

The study “Mapping objectives in the field of environmental taxation and budgetary 

reform: Environmentally Harmful Subsidies” 

 

The EU and its Member States have a long-standing commitment to phasing out EHS. The 

European Green Deal (EGD) is intended to “create the context for broad-based tax reforms, 

removing subsidies for fossil fuels, shifting the tax burden from labour to pollution, and taking 

into account social considerations.” This includes the intention to “redirect public investment, 

consumption and taxation to green priorities and away from harmful subsidies”. The EGD also 

commits Europe to living up to a green oath to “do no harm”. 

 

Removing EHS needs to be part of greening any government budgets. The current pressure 

on government budgets (national or regional) from the COVID-19 crisis presents a need and 

an opportunity for governments to revise their budgets and cut expenditure or increase 

revenues, while supporting achievement of environmental and climate policy goals. The 

removal of EHS would cut deficits and may contribute to reduce CO2 emissions and other 

environmental impacts, while creating a level playing field in the markets.   

 

From a political and equity perspective, removing EHS can be a contentious and complex 

process. A “just transition” is indispensable for the acceptance and resilience of the reforms.  
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VVA, RPA Europe, Bio Innovation Service, Metroeconomica and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

are carrying out a study, supported by the European Parliament and implemented by the 

European Commission, aiming to serve as input to the political and societal debate on 

environmental reform and greening the governments’ budget. The study is exploring the 

possibilities of well-designed phasing out of EHS and is collecting evidence and supporting 

material for environmental fiscal reforms in the EU Member States. 

 

More precisely, the study is composed by three main tasks: 

 

• Task 1 – EHS Inventory: Stakeholders should know what environmentally harmful 

subsidies exist in their Member State. As part of this task, the team compiled an 

inventory of measures by Member States and the European Union that have been 

identified as EHS, based on clear definition and criteria. 

• Task 2 – EHS analysis: Stakeholders should know what analysis best helps in 

phasing out environmentally harmful subsidies. The team is gathering information 

on which EHS could be good candidates for phase out, taking into consideration results 

of the assessment of impacts of a number of selected case studies. 

• Task 3 – Guidance to stakeholders: Discuss with stakeholders and provide them 

with the materials they need. The ultimate aim is to provide a toolkit to a range of 

different stakeholders to enable them to participate to the debate on how to better 

reform/phase out EHS. 

 


